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The Recruiter

The average American farmer is 57 years old,
which Severine von Tscharner Fleming points out is “pretty darn
close to retirement.” That’s why the 28-year-old has made it her
personal mission to bring that number down. As director of a
non-profit advocacy organization called The Greenhorns (thegreen
horns.net), she works full time out of an office two hours north of
New York City to promote and support the next generation of
farmers. “Our role is to pollinate, celebrate and educate the growing network of young farmers in this country, and to give aspiring
farmers and eaters access to the stories and philosophies that inform
this movement,” she says.
During her undergraduate education at the University of California, Berkeley, von Tscharner Fleming spent her summers working
on small farms and eventually started a student farm on campus. “I
was really impressed with the young farmers I’d known,” she recalls.
“I had an instinct that these strong, brave, really motivated people
were particularly potent protagonists for a sustainable American
landscape.” In 2007, von Tscharner Fleming set out to produce a
documentary about what she believed was a powerful emerging
movement. That film project, dubbed The Greenhorns, quickly
turned into her multifaceted non-profit organization, which now
produces nationwide educational and social events and runs a mapping project, popular blog and weekly radio show. It has also printed
a free resource guidebook for aspiring farmers.
“Farming is a choice to live one’s life in service to the community,”
von Tscharner Fleming says. “It’s a chance to be your own boss, to
produce real goods in the real world for other real people to eat and
enjoy. It is satisfying, it is relevant and it is patriotic.”—Anne Dailey
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Severine von Tscharner Fleming
believes that U.S. agriculture could
use some new participants.
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